Guidelines for 7th Grade Current Events
Each student must research and lead an oral discussion of two current events per trimester.

1. The topics must be focused on events that affect the people, services (government,

security, transportation, education, healthcare, etc.), of a particular country or continent.

2. The following topics are not appropriate.  PA state or local news, sports, or entertainment news.  If you are unsure, please see Mrs. Jessick for approval before you present.  Discussions involving an issue inappropriate for school will earn zero points.
3. The day of discussion, each student will lead the class and bring her/his completed reporter notes.  Each oral discussion will allow the student to earn a maximum of 50 points.

4. Appropriate sources for oral discussions:  The Patriot News, New York Times, USA Today, TIME, Newsweek, National Geographic, US News and World Report, the Washington Post.  Reliable on- line sources will be accepted, such as www.msnbc.com, www.cnn.com, www.pennlive.com, www.comcast.net.   See Mrs. Jessick if you have any questions about sources.
Heading:  top left (includes the following 7 items)
Your name and section:

The date spelled out: 
Continent:

Article Title:

News Source:
Publication Date of the article:
____________________________________________________________________________________
Guidelines for your written analysis:
First, complete the questions listed on your reporter notes.  Your first paragraph will be a summary using these notes which will answer the following questions:
Who is involved or affected?
What happened?
Where did it happen?
When did it happen?
How did they do it or how did others respond to what was done?

Why did they do this or react this way?
So what?  (Why is this event/information/idea important?)

Your second paragraph, your conclusion, must discuss the “so what?” information.  Your closing thoughts must state why this event is important to that country.  Discuss how it affects people in that region, country, or world.  Make sure you attempt to include in your summary how the current event you are discussing may also affect you.   Your analysis should be at least 2paragraphs (5-6 sentences per paragraph) and should not exceed one typed page.  Use 12 point, Times New Roman font, double spaced Note: You must turn in a copy of the article attached to your analysis – 5 point penalty if missing.
Scoring of Current Events Written analysis:
Each written analysis will be worth 20 points.
Followed the format requirement for heading and content                                        3 points
Reporter notes are completed and attached.                                                                 2 points

Written in paragraph form (properly indented)

Complete sentences, minimal or no spelling & punctuation errors, neat.                 5 points
Provided an accurate summary of the event

What happened, when, where, why, and who was involved.                                      5 points
Included an in-depth discussion of why this event is/was significant to the 

people or land.  See instructions on reverse side.                                                          5 points
Total Possible                                                                                                                       20 points

Note:  If assignment is handwritten, you must use blue or black ink and skip every other line.  Typed or handwritten, you will lose points if the analysis is messy, the heading does not meet the stated guidelines, you leave out important information, or you have distracting spelling or punctuation errors.  Late assignments will lose 1 point per day.

Oral Presentation:  Each oral presentation will be worth 50 points.
Student shows an understanding of the event(s) in the article.  (including who, what, when, where, why and how)                                                                                                                               10 points
Giving an opinion about the information in the article and using information from the article to make their points.                                                                                                                          10 points

Explaining how this article affects the lives of people in a particular region, country, or in the world.  If it affects you, discuss this too.                                                                                             10 points                                                    
Using proper speech etiquette, including making eye contact with the audience, speaking in a loud, clear voice, standing in a comfortable position.                                                                      10 points
Prepared when called upon.                                                                                              10 points

Total Possible                                                                                                                       50 points
 Discussion will be limited to 5 minutes per article presentation.  Students will lose 5 points if they do not act as a good audience during presentations.

