OPENING DAY
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Monday, August 30, 2010, is a full day, 8:00 a.m. to 2:45 p.m., for students in grades 1-8.  Kindergarten will begin on Tuesday, August 31, 2010—K AM runs from 8:00 a.m. to 12 noon.  Note:  Class assignments will be posted by homerooms.  Students arriving before 7:45 a.m. will go to St. Joseph Hall (Social Hall). 

All students in grades 1-8 will wear the full uniform from the first day of school.  Kindergarten students wear casual school clothes according to regulations to be explained at a separate orientation scheduled for these parents on Monday, August 23, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. in St. Joseph Hall (Social Hall).  A social gathering of new parents will precede the meeting at 6:30 p.m.  
UNIFORM DRESS CODE

NOTE:  Please read uniform requirements carefully.  Bolded areas indicate a change in policy.
BOYS (1st –5th)

Pants
Solid navy blue; NO JEANS, jean-like 
or pants with studs.  Belts* must be 
worn.

Shirt
White golf shirt with “St. Joseph         School” logo.  If  wearing a T-shirt beneath, it must be solid white.  Shirt should be tucked into pants.
   Sweater
Solid navy blue cardigan (optional), long sleeve or sleeveless V-neck pullover.

   Socks  
Required.  

*Belt colors permitted are black, dark brown, and navy ONLY.
BOYS (6th – 8th)

   Pants
Solid navy blue; NO JEANS, jean-like or pants with studs.  Belts* must be worn.

Shirt
White dress shirt, long or short sleeve  

                      (sleeves are not to be rolled). All 
buttons should be buttoned.  Shirt 
should be tucked into pants.  If wearing 
a T-shirt beneath, it must be solid 
white.                          

Tie
Solid navy blue.  Tie should be pulled to 
                
the neck, not hung loosely around the 

                    
neck.  


Sweater
Solid navy blue cardigan (optional), long sleeve or sleeveless V-neck pullover.


Socks
Required.
*Belt colors permitted are black, dark brown and navy ONLY.
GIRLS (1st—5th)


Jumper
St. Joseph School plaid jumper.  Hem 
length no more than two inches above 
knee.


Blouse
White Peter Pan collar, long or short 
sleeve (sleeves are not to be rolled).  If  
                     wearing a T-shirt beneath, it must be 
solid white.

   Sweater
Solid navy blue cardigan (optional), No pullover, hooded, coat, or belted sweaters.

   Socks
Solid navy blue knee-high socks or solid navy blue tights.
GIRLS (6th— 8th)


Skirt
Box-pleated, St. Joseph plaid.  Hem length no more than two inches above knee.


Blouse
White oxford cloth, button-down 
collar, long or short sleeve (sleeves are 
not to be rolled).  If wearing a T-shirt 
beneath, it must be solid white.  Blouse 
should be tucked into skirt.  


Sweater
Solid navy blue V-neck, sleeveless 
sweater vest or pullover.


Socks
Solid navy blue, knee-high socks or 
solid navy blue tights.
Everyday Shoes (Girls and Boys):   Conservative school or athletic  (sneakers) shoes. NO clogs, flip-flops, backless shoes, backless sandals, or moccasin-like slippers.. No high heels that present a danger.  Conservative school shoes in solid black, solid brown, or solid navy blue ONLY.
Athletic Shoes: Conservative athletic shoes with primary color white or black ONLY and a maximum of one other color on the shoe; non-scuff soles.

NOTE:   Students may choose to wear athletic shoes with their everyday uniform, or they may choose to carry them and change at recess time.  Students who do not have athletic shoes to wear will not be permitted to play in the gym.

Cosmetics:
NONE.

Nail polish (Girls):     Clear polish ONLY.
Jewelry:
Conservative jewelry may be worn (i.e.:  a ring, bracelet, watch).  Girls may wear small earrings.  No dangling earrings or over-sized hoops (larger than a quarter).

Boys may not wear earrings in school.
Hair accessories (Girls):  Hair accessories must be 
in good taste and must complement the 
school uniform.    

Hair:
Hair is to be shaped, trimmed, and well groomed at all times.  Faddish and untraditional hairstyles, including shaved areas of the head and dyed hair (unnatural colors), are not permitted.

BOYS’ hair is NOT to be hanging over 


the eyebrows or the top of the collar.


GIRLS’ hair is NOT to be hanging over

                     
the eyebrows. 

Body piercings and body art are prohibited.  
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LOST AND FOUND

Throughout the year articles of clothing are found around the school and remain unclaimed.  In order to avoid such losses, be sure that your child’s clothing is clearly marked.  If your child comes home missing an article of clothing, feel free to check with us to see if it has been added to our collection.

GYM UNIFORM

BOYS AND GIRLS

Gym

Uniform
Navy blue track shorts and tops
purchased through school.  Athletic 
shoes are to be worn with the gym 
uniform.

Sweats
Students are permitted to wear any 


plain navy sweats on their gym day.  

   Only ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL logo is allowed.  Sweatshirts and pants must be the same color—NAVY BLUE.

DRESS DOWN DAYS

On designated Dress Down Days, students may NOT wear tight clothing, ripped/torn jeans, sleeveless shirts of any kind, clothing with inappropriate sayings or graphics.  Skirts may be no shorter than two inches above the knee.  Shorts (no shorter than two inches above the knee) may be worn in September, May, and June.  No clogs, slides, flip-flops or any other backless shoes may be worn.  High heels that present a danger may not be worn.
REMINDER

ANY MONEY SENT TO SCHOOL MUST ALWAYS BE SENT IN AN ENVELOPE CLEARLY MARKED WITH CHILD’S NAME, HOMEROOM, AND PURPOSE.
SCHOOL INSURANCE

Forms for school insurance are sent to parents in September.  School insurance is not compulsory, but it is strongly encouraged.
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FAMILY EDUCATION TRIPS
St. Joseph School recognizes that trips taken during the school term can have educational value to the student.  Administrative approval for such a trip can be obtained if:

1.  Parents submit a written request at least one 
week in advance of the trip.

2.  The cumulative number of days for education 
trips shall not exceed five (5) school days.

3.  A commitment be made regarding work 
assignments before leaving to make up work 
after returning. (The deadline for completing 
make-up work is five [5] school days from the 
date of return.)

NEGLECTING TO GAIN APPROVAL FOR THE TRIP WILL RESULT IN THE RECORDING OF

UNEXCUSED ABSENCES FOR THOSE DAYS!
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SCHOOL VISITATION
ALL visitors MUST come to the school office for authorization to enter the school.  Please use the main entrance accessible from the school parking lot and enter by way of the main doors.
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SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

Some stationery supplies can be purchased in school Monday-Thursday mornings.  First-, second-, and third-grade students will need to purchase special tablets and/or copybooks through the school. All students in grades 2—4 are required to purchase the school homework assignment book, and all students in grades 6—8 are required to purchase the middle school homework assignment book. Parents will be notified of the actual cost of school supplies at Back-to-School Night.

The school supplies list can be found on the school website and a copy is also attached to this mailer.
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SCHOOL LUNCH/MILK    
We are currently in the process of negotiating a daily school lunch program.  The details and start date are not available at this time.  When students carry lunch, a sandwich, fruit, and a snack treat are suggested.  Lunch boxes or bags should be clearly marked with child’s name and grade
PLEASE PACK FOOD YOUR CHILD WILL EAT.  
If he/she is a light eater, do not over pack the lunch because much of it will be wasted.  Discuss this with your child to determine the best lunch choices for him/her.  Remember, even the best lunches will have little value if they are not eaten.

ATTENDANCE

ABSENCE:  Parents should notify the school by 10:00 a.m. of their child’s absence.  Upon returning to school, the child must present to the teacher a written explanation for the absence signed by the parent.  Please note: Unexcused absences will be considered unlawful.

EARLY DISMISSAL:  Requests for early dismissal should be presented in writing at least one day in advance and should be for serious reasons only.

TARDY:  Students must be IN THEIR HOMEROOMS 

by 8:00 a.m. 
1. Parents will be notified in writing for each unexcused tardy.

2. Students will be permitted four unexcused tardies without penalty in a quarter.

3. At the 5th unexcused tardy, the child will be assigned detention.   
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SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES

IMMUNIZATION REGULATIONS/REQUIREMENTS

· Varicella (chicken pox) immunity, either from vaccination, history of disease or laboratory testing for new school entrants (Kindergarten or first grade, and for students entering seventh grade); and

· Three doses of hepatitis B vaccine (for students entering seventh grade).

In addition, all students must have received a second dose of measles vaccine.  We encourage all parents/guardians to contact their family physician in order to ascertain the immunization status of their children. Please send verification of immunization to the school if you have not already done so. 
School entry may be denied if immunizations are not up to date.

MEDICATION

In the past few years, the amount of medicine being sent to school with students has increased considerably.  School health services have mandated procedures that must be followed.  Please refer to the St. Joseph School Student Handbook for these mandated procedures.  If you have any questions, please call the school office at 

766-2564. 
RECYCLED UNIFORMS
School uniforms, gym uniforms, blouses, sweaters, tops, and ties are available. Call the school office (766-2564) for more information.

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER

WISH LIST   

[image: image13.wmf]
Postage Stamps

White Copy Paper (20 lb.) or Card Stock 

Donations or Gift Cards for Caught Being Good Program
Anyone interested in making a wish come true can contact the school office at 766-2564.
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The use of cell phones by students during the school day is prohibited. All necessary calls must originate from the school office.  If a cell phone is seen, used, or rings, it will be confiscated and held at the office for pick up by a parent. 

UNAUTHORIZED ELECTRONIC DEVICES

Students may not bring any unauthorized electronic devices to school.  (Please refer to the Handbook for more information.)


TRANSPORTATION (K-8)
 Transportation is provided according to the school district in which you reside. ** 
Walkers or bike riders who need to cross Keller Street on their way to and from school should use the crosswalk at Chestnut and Keller.  Bikes should be left at the bike racks outside the SCHOOL.  Students should enter the school building by way of the main entrance.

MORNING DROP OFF

BUS:  Buses will use the SIMPSON STREET entrance to the school.  Children will be dropped off in the school parking lot at the front entrance to the building.  Children are to proceed down the sidewalk to the entrance of the school.

CAR:  Cars should enter the school parking lot at the KELLER STREET entrance closest to the church.  Cars should take an immediate right into the parking lot and proceed through the lane to the end of the parking area to discharge children.   Parents should not leave the vehicle while students are disembarking, and children should NOT be discharged from cars in the bus lane.  Children should then use the crosswalk to the sidewalk and walk to the main entrance of the school.  Cars should exit the school parking lot onto Keller Street.

Do NOT discharge students onto Simpson, Keller, or Filbert Streets.  Students are to use the main entrance of the school.  

NOTE:  If you are accompanying your child into the school, please park in the school parking lot, use the appropriate sidewalks, and enter the school at the main entrance. It is not necessary to accompany your child into the building every day.

AFTERNOON PICK UP

(Including Half-day Kindergarten Pick Up)

BUS:  Buses will be lined up in the school parking lot, and students will be dismissed from school to buses near the main entrance.  Buses will exit the school parking lot with a LEFT onto Keller Street.  NOTE: Mechanicsburg School District will not pick-up Kindergarten Half-day students in the afternoon.
CAR:  All car riders and walkers will be dismissed together.  Parents are to enter the parking lot at the KELLER STREET entrance closest to the church and park in the school parking lot.  Cars should exit the school parking lot onto Keller Street.  Students will be permitted to cross Keller Street only at the crosswalk at Chestnut Street (by the church).

NEVER ALLOW CHILDREN TO RUN BETWEEN PARKED OR MOVING VEHICLES.

NOTE:
There is NO STOPPING, STANDING, OR PARKING on the school side of Keller Street.  

PARENTS OF STUDENTS IN THE PRIMARY GRADES SHOULD BE SURE THAT THEIR CHILD KNOWS THE BUS NUMBERS HE/SHE IS TO RIDE.  A TAG WITH THE BUS NUMBERS PINNED ON THE YOUNGER STUDENTS WOULD BE HELPFUL.

Please note that school buses will transport only those students assigned to ride a particular bus and who reside in that school district.  DO NOT ASK BUS DRIVERS TO TRANSPORT STUDENTS FROM ANOTHER DISTRICT TO YOUR HOME.

CUMBERLAND VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT families who have children riding a transfer bus must provide their own transportation to the Cumberland Valley High School lot on the days Cumberland Valley is not in session.  Bus service from the Cumberland Valley High School will be provided directly to St. Joseph School.  Cumberland Valley will provide direct bus service home from Saint Joseph School.  Please allow for additional time on the homebound trip on these days.
**There is no transportation provided for preschool students.  Separate information will be provided for preschool parents.

________________________________________

HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

All parents are urged to join this valuable organization, which provides a wonderful opportunity for school unity and educational enrichment.  Several meetings are conducted during the school year and include lectures on current parent/teacher-related topics, relevant school information, social interchange with faculty and parents, and support ventures for the needs of our children. 

The first event is scheduled in conjunction with Back-To-School Night, an evening when parents come to the classrooms before the school year begins to learn the goals and objectives of each grade.
Back-To-School Night is scheduled for:


Grades 1-5  
Tuesday, August 24 
6:30 p.m. in Bishop Dattilo Hall                                        (Supply Kits Available)


Middle School 
Thursday, August 26




6:30 p.m. in Bishop Dattilo Hall 
                                                (Supply Kits Available)
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50/50 TUITION RAFFLE

SPONSORED BY THE SJS DEVELOPMENT OFFICE

$1.00/ticket or $5.00/6 tickets or $10.00/15 tickets
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The winner will receive 50% of the funds collected, up to one child’s full tuition ($3,020.00).
Tickets will be sold at Kindergarten Orientation and Back-to-School Nights.  A flier with ticket information will also be sent home at the beginning of the school year.  The drawing will be conducted on September 30th and the winner will be notified by telephone.
�
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NOTE:  If a trip is planned during aptitude or achievement testing, there will be NO make-up testing available.


PLEASE CONSULT THE YEARLY CALENDAR FOR THESE IMPORTANT DATES.
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CELL PHONES





HELP WANTED





Saint Joseph School is in need of a Grocery Gift Card Program Coordinator.  The coordinator may run the program alone, with another individual or even create a leadership team.  This position involves all aspects of running this important program for the school, and the coordinator is aided by 30 volunteers who run the sales of the gift cards after Masses and at the school.  The current coordinator for this program will provide training and be available to support the transition.  If interested, please contact the school office at 766-2564.











NEW PARENT/KINDERGARTEN 


ORIENTATION


Monday, August 23, 2010


6:30 Parent Social


7:00 Orientation


�





BACK-TO-SCHOOL NIGHT


Elementary (Grades 1-5)


Tuesday, August 24, 6:30 p.m. 	


(Supply Kits Available)


Middle School


Thursday, August 26, 6:30 p.m.


(Supply Kits Available)





























OPEN HOUSE!


Parents and students are invited to visit


St. Joseph School 


on Saturday, August 28, 2010,


from 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 


and Sunday, August 29, 2010,


from 10:30a.m. – 12:30 p.m.


for a “sneak peek” at the 2010-2011 school year.


Acquaint yourself with the school building 


and visit the classrooms. 





CLASS LISTS WILL BE POSTED!


Class lists are not subject to change at this time.




















KINDERGARTEN BUS ORIENTATION





BUS ORIENTATION PROGRAM 


FOR 2010--2011 KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS


Residing in the Mechanicsburg School District





THURSDAY, AUGUST 19, 2010





Kindergarten Academy


South Filbert Street, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055





Meet at Norway Street by the softball fields at 6:30 p.m. 


for a short ride before the presentation inside. 
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