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July 2010


Dear Parents and Guardians,
The newscasters are gleefully reporting the Back to School countdown (today is 36 days until the first day), and I’m watching the summer melt away!  The new school year is not far away, and there is still so much to be done!  We are so busy with all our new projects: implementing a new K-5 math program; creating a preschool; preparing for the daily hot lunch program; switching to the diocesan WAN for greater Internet connectivity; fashioning our SJS news room; and adding a new parent component to our website.  Whew!  I’m out of breath just thinking about it.  
I’m also thinking about our focus for the new school year.  Originally, I thought—Peace. Then I thought—Joy.  I like joy!  That’s when I saw it—my grandmother’s sea chest. That chest crossed the ocean with her when she was 18 years old!  It reminds me of a treasure chest. 
And Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart is also.” Matthew 6:21
This has been a year of challenges for many of us.  The economy is not recovering as rapidly as we hoped, and our “treasure” seems to be dwindling in size.  We worry and fret and wonder what will happen next.  Who could have predicted an oil spill, or a tornado, or an earthquake?  What about the sudden loss of a job, or a catastrophic illness?  Where is the treasure?  What is the treasure?

Have you ever read that particular scripture passage and thought, “I know where my treasure is, so that’s where my heart must be?”  I have, but I don’t really think that Jesus was giving us a quiz.  After all, how many of us really have our hearts in Metro Bank or Merrill Lynch?  Not many, I’d guess!  What I think Jesus is really asking us is to decide where we want our hearts to be.  Then we can put our treasure or gifts there.  So the question really is, “Where do you want your heart to be?”
This year we will focus on our hearts so we will know where we want to spend our gifts.

Let us work together and support one another in peace!

[image: image4.png]



Sincerely,
Sister Michael Ann Orlik

Principal
SAINT JOSEPH SCHOOL


420 East Simpson Street


 Mechanicsburg, PA 17055


PHONE: 717.766.2564


FAX: 717.766.1226


www.sjsmch.org�
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